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The latest version of the popular time-stretching
instrument that makes it easy to create complex
newÂ .Aussie Journalists Out in the Cold Editorial by John
Lawrence, Crikey It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas
– except, of course, in Australia. You see, we’ve got the
Great Red underpants (or, as some of us prefer to call it,
the Great Healtcare Cuts Plan) and there’s no Santa Claus
left. No Christmas tree, no Father Christmas, no Christmas
puddings, no birthdays and no Christmas parties (unless
you work at the Barwon Health Group). And once again, the
media has been left out in the cold as Abbott turns his back
on the hardworking journalists in the party of working
people, the Labor Party. The publication of the
government’s mid-year economic and fiscal outlook
(MYEFO) was delayed by two weeks to the end of April. In
advance of the MYEFO, Australian Journalists’ Association
(AJA) secretary Greg Hoy asked Abbott in February if he
could release it on March 21. Abbott’s office refused. “We
think it is important to ensure that members of the media
have time to get to know the economic and fiscal outlook,”
a spokesman told AAP. “The Government has been very
clear throughout that it intends to release the mid-year
review on April 23.” In fact, the government had said it
would release the document on March 31, and a
spokesman from the Department of Finance and
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Deregulation said that that was correct. A spokesman told
ABC News on April 14 that the date was still accurate and
that release of the document would be delayed only if the
government decided to do so. So why was the document
delayed? Well, we can only assume that it’s because of
this: The document estimates the budget deficit for
2014-15 will be $44.1 billion, which is well in excess of the
$38.8 billion forecast in the last budget. And we know from
what happened last Christmas, when Abbott froze public
sector wages across the country and then announced he’d
cut $80 billion of them, that it won’t be the end of the pain.
Over the next few years, Abbott says he’ll cut another $10
billion to bring the annual deficit
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